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The EU welcomes the holding of the second meeting of the open-ended Worlang Group on
Ageing and thanks the bureau and United Nations colleagues for the efforts that went into
organizing it. The working sessions.will allow us to benefit from insights of expers, as well as to
further discuss steps that have been undertaken to improve the situation of the human rights of
older persons and share good practices. All this will enhance our understanding of the situation
of this large and growing sector of society, and to bring us closer to the full and equal enjoyment
of all human righs and fundamental freedoms by older persons.

The EU actively participated in first meeting of the Working Group in April and welcomed-the-
opportunity to exchange informaton, particularly on regional and national efforts in this area. We
beheve e April Session showed that 2 good nurmber of standards and policy frameworks
exist at the international, regional and national level.

At the same time, the meeting allowed us to deepen our awareness of issues that remain
unaddressed, for a variety of reasons. We have embarked on a very interesting exchange on ways
to address protection gaps, including the use of the full range of tools and mechanisms that the
international human rights system has o offer. We welcomed the related activities of UN Special
Rapporieurs. We encourages the improved used of the treaty body system to that end, including
the recommendanion That States SHOUI provige THOTE SPECitic HfOrmaton O THeasires taken in
‘W DErsOns 1 thelr Teports and that sp&cﬁm
from weaty bodies could address these issues. It was also underlined that much could be gained by
the improvement of data collection and the use of disaggregated statistics. Emphasis was also put
on the value of regional approaches, and an expert briefed in detall the experiences in the
uropean region. '

The European Union was grateful to receive the advance copy of the Secretary-General's report
on the implementation of the. General Assembly resolution that guides our work. A good
nurmber of EU Member States submited contributions in response to questions formulated by
the SG, and we feel that the report provides a very useful update on the diverse national, legal,
social and economic siruations facing older people berween and within Member States. We
welcome the description of key challenges, including the feminization of poverty of older
persons which, in our view merits urgent arention and further study; and the summary of the
international norms and sidndards.

The report moreover confirms the complexity and multi-layered nature of the challenges facing
older persons in different regions of the world, which do indeed touch on numerous sectors and



policy areas. It gives us an insight into the wide range of national and local measures taken
response to that, ranging from legislation, specific policies, mainstreaming activities and actions at
different levels, many of which may still be insufficient. While recognizing the current financial
and economic conditions, the report emphasizes the need to give due attention 1o the subject, to
make adequate financial and human resources available, to actvawe contributions from different
stakeholders, including older persons themselves, and to promote a positive image of ageing,

In an inital analysis, we feel that the SG report confirms how much can stll be done within the
existing legal framework: Much could be gained from the dedicated artention of UN weary

bodies and special procedure mandate holders, from the designation and implementation of .
berrer multi-sectoral policies and programmes, in line with the principles of equality and non-
discrimination, as well as from technical cooperation and the further exchange of good pracuce.
Wk also believe that a full and thorough analysis of protection gaps is needed, in order to find the
most appropriate tool ti fill those-Moreover, we thought that 1t would be useful if the report”
"could include informarion about variations in the definition of “older persons”, and work needed
to develop a definiton.

We believe that the working group has much to offer in developing 2 strategic approach to the
global issue of adjusting to an ageing society and its social implications, including joining up
strands of work being undertaken in the UN system, for instance:

(MIPAA) in 2012 will cerminly present importamt conclusions and recommendatons for
improving the protection of the rights of older persons. We recall that that the Madrid Plan of]
Action incorporated and integrated the improvement of the siwation of human rights of oldet
persons in its numerous recommendations for action fsee s paragiaph 13). , ;

- The second review and appraisal of the UN Madrid International Plan of Action on .Ageing/

- The work of UN regional commissions that assist governments, at their request, in the :
implementation, follow-up and monitoring at the national level of the Madnd Document. ;
- We look forward to a panel convened at the 18" session of the Human Rights Council ox the k
right to health and older persons.

- More could be done to explore the strong correlation between disability and ageing: The UN
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities offers protection to a large part of older
persons, and it is upon us as State Parties to implement the Convention, taking into account their
needs.

In conclusion, may I reiterate the commitment of the EU 1o acuvely contribute to the exchanges
in this Working Group as it continues to scrutinize international, regional and national standards
and policies related 1o the full and equal enjoyment of all humen rights and fundamental
freedoms by older persons, discusses implementaton challenges and tries to identfy best
practice. As the European Union prepares to make 2012 the "European Year for Active Ageing
and Solidarity between Generations", we hope to find ways 1o enable older people to conmbute
to society; 1o live independently, to stay in the workforce and to share their experience. We must
consider how our sociedes will. need to change in order to meet the needs of an ageing
population, and we will be happy to report baclk to this worling group.



