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Thank you Mr. Chairman,

At the outset, Thailand expresses its apprecidtidhe bureau in the
preparation of the session.

Mr. Chairman

Caring and respect for the elderly have alway# lzelong tradition and
cornerstone of Thai culture. As Thailand inchesetdo being an ageing society, the
growing demands of modern life are challengingtthditional ability of the family to
care for the elderly. The Thai Government has foeseaccelerating efforts to ensure
that rights of older persons are protected in atanace with MIPAA through a
comprehensive set of laws and plans.

Thailand's formal support system for the eldeslguided by the 20-year
second National Plan for Older Persons (2002- 2@28@)the Act regarding Older
Persons, which is in line with the MIPAA. In additi, the National Commission on
the Elderly is the platform for moving the relevéaws and policies forward.

Mr. Chairman

The Older Persons Act guarantees the rights oélttherly as well as protection
and security in health, social, and economic fieldse Act also established the Older
Persons Fund which provides interest free loanslfterly persons who want to start
their own businesses after retirement. The fund all®ews tax deductions for those
who provide financial support to their parents orghase health insurance policies for
them. The Government also supports Community Ceeedlolunteers for the
Elderly and Senior Citizen Centers, which orgasiaeial and occupational activities
for the elderly. The informal and formal supporstgms for the elderly in Thailand
are thus complementary and mutually reinforcing.

At the same time, the National Plan for Older Bessfocuses on strengthening
the capacity of the elderly to remain productivembers of society while maintaining
good health with adequate savings. Through ouressal healthcare coverage, elderly
persons in Thailand can access free medical serbaged on the principle of the
right to health. Moreover, special arrangementdugting elderly clinics in hospitals,
have also been initiated.

Mr. Chairman,

Thailand sees many options as practical and shmukkpeditiously
implemented at the multilateral or UN level to agthen the rights of older persons in
accordance with MIPAA. An example is mainstreanoiager people’s rights in



existing human rights treaty bodies. Synergy ande collaboration and
coordination on ageing issues also need to begttrened amongst Office of the High
Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) and otherié®duch as the World
Health Organization (WHO) and the International dilabOrganization (ILO).

Thailand also supports the role of UN at the negidevel in the advancement
of rights of older persons under MIPAA. We are pkto see that the UN Economic
and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific SCRAP adopting in 2012 the
Bangkok Statement on the Asia-Pacific Review oflthplementation of the MIPAA.
The Bangkok Statement identified key recommendatfon effective implementation
of the MIPAA at both national and regional levels.

Thailand also believes that technical assist@noeided to requesting states to
assist them in implementing UN standards on ageamgbe very useful in narrowing
the implementation gaps.

Mr. Chairman,

Lastly, Thailand would like to affirm our suppantthe inclusion of ageing
issues in the post-2015 development agenda in@utim promotion and protection of
rights of older persons.

Thank you.




