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The UN Programme on Youth is hosting a briefing session examining the many ways in
which young people contribute to sustainable living and environmental awareness through
involvement in advocacy, national adaptation and mitigation actions, as well as
international negotiations. Promoting the use of renewable energy sources and building
adaptive capacity and resilience are just two examples of how young people have already
been promoting environmental awareness.

Please join our panel in discussing the role young people play in contributing to a greener
world.

| Mr David O’Connor, Moderator, UN Division for Sustainable Development

L] Ms Catalina Santamaria, Forest Affairs Officer, UN Forum on Forests

| Ms Nandhini lyer- Krishna, Liaison Officer, Convention on Biological Diversity
H Mr Nicolo Wojewoda, Director, Road to Rio+20, Peace Child International

Human activities, such as deforestation and fossil fuels usage, contribute to environmental
degradation and climate change. This decreases the availability of nutritious food and clean
water, leading to malnutrition and ill health. Children and young people become particularly
vulnerable. Youth are actively engaged at national and global levels in awareness-raising,
running educational programmes, planting trees, promoting renewable energy and adopting
energy saving practices. This briefing session aims to further explore ways young people can
actively contribute to enhancing environmental awareness.

The UN Programme on Youth has organized this Session as one of a series held to celebrate
the International Year of Youth (2010-2011) under the theme “Dialogue and Mutual
Understanding”.

For more information, contact: Liz Scaffidi at UN Department of Public Information, 1 212
963-5834 or email scaffidi@un.org
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